
A look at the future of sustainable 
online communities

Back to 
the Past
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Essential
Randomness

Who am I?

Software
Engineer

Mental
Health

Activist

“Terminally
Online”

@EssentialRandom



3The “modern web” experience



4What is Anonymity First?

● Random identity visible to strangers
● Real identity visible to friends
● Enables gradual reveal of additional 

information to specific individuals “Anonymity First”



5Survey: what do you hate about the modern Internet?

“Everything's been condensed 
down into like five unmoderated 
websites and we're all forced to 

hang out with nazis.”

“things you don’t want to see 
pop up [...] even when you have 

things blocked or muted”

“everything feels stale and 
plastic, everything feels 

slightly sinister”

“The Need To Be 
Wholesome And Normal.”



6Survey: what do you miss about the old Internet?

“I miss platforms for play, not 
for building a brand and 

business”

“The freedom to be 
unapologetically weird with 

other people.”

“The feeling [...] that it was 
a completely separate 

world from the physical.”

“The safety of being 
anonymous.”
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“In a pre-social media era, the internet didn’t keep receipts or 
screenshots, [...] part of the beauty and power of early 2000s 
queer internet was that it wasn’t meant to exist forever.”

Remembering the golden age of queer internet



8BobaBoard's mission

Good
Parts of the
Early Web

Good
Parts of the

Modern Web



9BobaBoard's tenets

Small Niche 
Communities

Decentralized & 
Open Source

“Anonymity First”
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1. Culture above Growth
2. Opinionated Proactive Moderation
3. Enable User Mobility

The Recipe for Healthy Communities
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12The shift in acceptable policies



13Business vs Policy
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Unbiased Moderation is a Myth
Unbiased Moderation is a Myth
Unbiased Moderation is a Myth

Unbiased Moderation is a Myth



16Act Fast
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18Enabling an ecosystem of communities



19The future of online communities
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1. Culture above Growth
2. Opinionated Proactive Moderation
3. Enable Users Mobility

The Recipe for Healthy Communities



21Final warning
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essential.randomn3ss@gmail.com
@EssentialRandom
@BobaBoard
Slides: 
www.bobaboard.com/healthy-communities

www.bobaboard.com

Thank you!
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● Presentation template by Slidesgo
● Icons by Flaticon
● Infographics by Freepik

Credits


